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Kids, Come MeetUs at
the River Again!

Bring your kids to church this
summer! They'll have fun with
stories and games at the
Volunteers Green, while you can
peacefully tend to matters of the
soul. Thank you Doug
Wysockie-Johnson for putting
together another great plan for
Meet Me at the River, and thank
you parents for pitching in to
make this happen!

How it works: Two assigned
adults will come forth at the end
of Children's Time to take the
kids to the park. There will only
be a brief story time, leaving lots
of time to play with some games
we have up our sleeve or just
enjoy hanging out with friends.
On rainy days we will raid our
craft closet for inspiration. Please
remember sunscreen. Water and
crackers will be provided.

Overall Theme: Meeting the
People Jesus Met in the Gospel of
Luke

July 4 No Class

July 11 A Paralyzed Man

July 18 Politicians &
Soldiers

July 25 Boy with 5 loaves

Aug 2 Mary & Martha

Aug 9 10 Lepers

Aug 16 Zaccheus

Aug 23 Blind Beggar

Aug 30 Poor Widow

Reflectionsi Steps of Faithsubmitted by Jon Milazzo

As of this writing, we seem to be headed to the conclusion of our journey in
finding a settled pastor for our beloved church. So now its time to settle in and to
shift from the interim focus of assessing the church, to now, with a peripheral eye
on the community, connecting with the community in a deeper way.

We need to become an even stronger spiritual community. Community is one of
the greatest gifts churches can offer. RCC is a place where people of different
generations can connect with each
now should be "Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors". We must be committed
to practicing community together.

Furthermore, from this journey of hope, love and faith that we have been on in our
search for a settled pastor, we can draw three important conclusions about the
nature of faith.

A. Faith is not a feeling but a conscious choice to believe what God has said.

We will never progress in the spiritual life as long as we stay on the plane of our
feelings. | f Noah had waited untiil
have laid the first piece of gopher wood. Feelings are important but they are not the
basis of true faith. Faith chooses, then acts, and then the feelings follow.

B. Faith acts even in the face of doubt and opposition.

I f we wait wuntil all the circumst a
David didnét wait for Goliath to g
the valley to face the giant. | f we wait for our dou
wait a | ong ti me. Someone said tha
beli ef part. o0 Sooner or | ater , w e

C. Faith sees what others do not see.

Philip Yancey said, AFaith means b
in reverse. o0 So many things in thi
say that faith provides al | hinghthataen

invisible to others and by faith we believe in advance those things that right now
make no sense but one day will make perfect sense because we will view them in
reverse.

The world says, AiSeeing 1is bel idev
believe, therefore we see. Biblical faith is never faith in faith, as if we were
believing in our own powers of logic or self-persuasion. Faith can never be
stronger than the object on which it rests. Since our faith rests on the Lord Jesus
Christ, the essence of faith is following him wherever he leads.

Finally, each person's life is a journey with a beginning point and a final
destination. In this journey of life, the questions where am | going and how am |
going to get there are the most important! Believe that God has called us to build a
church body of people who will walk together with others on our present and
future journey; and introduce them and yourself to living faith in Jesus Christ, the
ultimate destination.

With Blessings for a Joyful Summer!
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Pastoral Coverage and Welcome Back to an Ole Friend

submitted by Jon Milazzo

| wanted to make the membership of RCC aware that upon working with Pam Lucas from the UCC of
office in regards to the possibility of a more consistent pastor coverage for RCC for the months of July 4
August, the following approach and response will take place.

Our friend Len Rowell will be returning for two months, but in a steadily different role. The duties are t(
provide firm Sunday worship services for RCC and to provide continued pastoral care to those Len w
reaching out to when he completed his intern ministry. Len will not be performing any administrative
duties nor attending any church meetings.

| want the RCC membership to understand that this approach and response to consistent coverage for R
came about from conversations by me, Pam Lucas a@E A 5## | £ 6AOI T 10 | £A
AT A s5## 1 /&£ 64 EITTx OEA EEOOI OU AT A OEA TAAAO 1
familiar voice would best provide for the continuity and stability needed during our continued time of
tral OEOQOEIT 1 8 &OOOEAOI T OAh , AT 80 POAOGAT AA x1T O1I A O
path of transition with reassurance and comfort.

The Board of Deacons and the Pastoral Relations Committee have approved the plan of coverage inwgl
, AT8AT A OEA 2## #AAET AO EAO CEOAT EOO 0OODPDPI 00 (

Len, with the guidance of Pam Lucas and the consent of the RCC governing body, has also put togetk
worship plan for July and August with themes that will benefit the congregation throughhie remainder of
OEEO OOAT OEOEIT BDAOET AB8xEOE * Ol U ¢uOE Anaaditgn, LerE
has set up a plan already to address our pastoral care needs in a positive and constructive manner.

Finally, please remember that agnembers of RCC you still have a role to play during the summer ar
during this continued transition period as you have made a promise to God, through Christ, that you a
PAOO T &£# OEA O1T1 O0O0ETT N AT A OEAO Ui 6 Al i iox ABDAS
by your faith, and the Holy Spirit. Your commitment and faith must now be stronger than ever.

Have you checked out the UCC web site? Recently they have updated their website & expanded content.
Find what you are looking for more quickly! Just go to www.ucc.org.

The Upper Room Ministries has its own web site @ www.upperroom.org.

You can even access Vermont Conference News online at www.vtcucc.org.

. Gad s sl speaking ~ ®UNITED CHURCH


http://www.ucc.org/
http://www.upperroom.org/
http://www.vtcucc.org/
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Please let the churc

office know if someone

3., is ill, hospitalized or in | We have now served dinner to the community for 8 weeks (as of June 18). The
P need of a visit. number of guests has risen steadily with new folks joining the "regulars" each
week. Individuals and groups from the community, as well as members of RCC,

i Call Christina at | have been stepping up to cook and serve. Our plan seems to be working and we are
434 -2053 or emailthe church| grateful to all for the support that we have received. As the Fridays stretch out
i t ch h@ ahead, there will be many opportunities to get involved. If you are interested and
ofmce at churc FCCUCC.OM( toe| called to serve", contact Karen Clark @434-7667 or Leslie Johnson @434-6697

The Friday Food Affair @ 5 Updatebmitted by Karen Clark

July and August Schedule for Readers, Ushers and Greeters

Date Readers Ushers Greeters

4-July-10 Gale Cass David & Gale Cass David & Gale Cass

11-July10 Ernie Buford TBA Ernie Buford and Catherine Burns
18-July-10 Janine Plumer TBA The Plumer Family

25-July-10 Cindy Preston The Preston Family TBA

1-Aug-10 TBA TBA TBA

8-Aug-10 TBA TBA TBA

15-Aug-10 TBA TBA TBA

22-Aug-10 Louise Friedeborn The Friedeborn Family The DeForest Family

29-Aug-10 Paul Giacco TBA The Giacco Family

Please Note: Christina provides the readings to the reader by Thursday morning; if there is a conflict
with your scheduled date, please arrange a swap with someomése on the schedule and advise
Christina in the Church office by Wednesday evening! (Phone: 802.434.2053 email: church@rccucc.org)
If swaps will not work, please use contact Carol Adams, phone: 42836.

E !'.9 6/,5. 4%%23 &d PlEade(célh and kave afessage for Carol or Christina y

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS]
2010 RCC Summer Supper Dates Summer Music

The Music Committee
still has a few openings
during July and August.

Come join us for a great meal and fellowship.

9 Wed July 28 serving BBQ Pork, Baked

Beans and Coleslaw _ This is your chance to do
T Wed Aug 18 serving BBQ Chicken and Corn | something special and a bit different for the
on the Cob church.

Serving begins at 5:30-Takeout available. Tell | Please contact either JoEllen Swaine at 434-353,
all your friends! Questions call Cindy @434- email jeswaine@comecast.net or Gail Workman at
2789 578-8329 gailarlenel3@comcast.net.

J
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From the Moderator on Electing a New Pastor:

As we near the calling of a new pastor for RCC, | would like to provide a quick message on how the election process will
take place. Per the RCC Constitution, the procedures for voting on a new settled pastor are as follows.

The Pastoral Search Committee will present to the Church on a pre-announced Sunday the candidate it recommends to fill
the vacancy. The candidate will take all or any part of the service, including prayers and sermon. A congregational
meeting following worship service will include a vote to approve the candidate. The pastor will be called for an indefinite
timebyathreef our t hs vote of members voting. Per Articl e
of the Congregational Church Inc. of Richmond, Vermont are eligible to vote, but others may attend and participate in the
discussion.

More details in regards to the process will be announced during upcoming Sunday worship services as well as in emails
and letters sent out to church members. Any questions should be addressed to the church moderator.

Cabinet News

submitted by Jon T Milazzo, Moderator

At its June meeting, the RCC Cabinet was informed that Reverend Len Rowell will be returning to RCC in July and August
in order to provide stability and familiarity tow/ / RdzNAYy 3 (GKS GNIF yaAixdiazy LISNR
different as he will only have two duties: Sunday worship services and Pastoral Care; such as leading a funeral and
reaching out to those members of RCC who are unable to attend church services. More information on this matter can
be found in a separate article in the Newsletter.

In other Cabinet matters, Dave Thomas summarized the summer gathering ideas that members suggested at the RCC
Annual Meeting. The list of ideas was discussed and the following events were agreed upon. The July Fourth strawberry
shortcake booth will take place. An ice cream social will be tied in to a Friday Food Affair at Five on August 27. And
three monthly Summer Suppers, along with the continued serving of the free Friday Food Affair at Five dinners will take
place.

The Memorial and Endowment Committee has decided to put the RCC endowment in the Vermont Community Fund.
VCF was the one account that manages the funds with the RCC only needing to contribute church donations as deemed
by the Memorial/Endowment Committee.

Christian Education expressed concerns that there is continued difficulty in finding adults to cover the Nursery, and
therefore suggested the Nursery no longer be part of Christian Education because of the many challenges. The matter
was discussed with several suggestions being shared on how to improve the Nursery coverage. It was agreed
LIS2 LS SXSalLlSOoAarftte (K2asS ¢K2 dzasS AGXYySSR w2 o6S Fais

The Trustees said RCC is a bit under budget due to not having a settled Pastor. There have been a few unplanned big
expenses i.e.) $2500 to assess and repair the four furnaces and check their efficiency. Also, the roof run off areas need
work and the side entrance sidewalk needs replacement due to the damage from the water run off. The Trustees are
establishing a yearly plan for maintenance, awareness of what needs to be done, and the yearly costs so that the
congregation can be made aware of future needs and expenses.

The4xt meeting of the Cabinet will ke on August,10,,2010 at,6:3Q p.m.
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Report for the Richmond Congregational Church on the recent VERM
CONFERENCE, UCK5, 2nnual Meeting held at Lyndon State College on June
and 5, 2010submitted by Carol Adams, Delegate and John LaRue

Two members of your RCC attended the above conference. As usual, it was a mixture of workshops, worship,
plenaries and meetings as well as a chance to meet and talk with people across the State of Vermont, browse the
many displays along with the bookshop and generally revel in the joy and renewal of belonging to the
Congregational Church. (As an aside, there will be some openings to this yearly event next year... We suggest
everyone give it serious consideration. An investment of two days can result in a year's worth of inspiration and
knowledge.)

Among the events: Our church was recognized as one of only 14 churches in Vermont that reached the "5 for 5"
goal and so we received a certificate for this accomplishment. It means that our church supported all 5 of the
mission offerings through 2009: Our Church's Wider Mission Basic Support and Neighbors in Need, One Great
Hour of Sharing, Christmas Fund, and Strengthen the Church Special Mission Offerings. It's an accomplishment
for a small church and we should give ourselves a little credit. The certificate can be seen with other Conference
material in the Church parlor.

Secondly, our own John LaRue received a special recognition award for his 10 years leading the Uprooting Racism
Task Force of the Department of Mission. His dedication and hard work was recognized by a standing clapping
ovation. Those that heard Theresa Lever on May 13" may recall her quoting the keynote Speaker, Rev. Matthew

. 2dzZ G2y 2F 1 I NOFNR S5AGAYyAGE {OK22f @ ¢ KSNBAal NE
O2yaARSNI 2dzNESt @Sa Fa LIS2LX S 2F FlthfECNV@Rdzl £ & LIS
seen at:

http://www.vtcucc.org/docs/Annual%20Meeting/2010/first_mailing/Biographies.pdf

(If you receive the Messengerin your email, just clickonthiscy 2 4 Ay GKS LIRT GSNHEA?2
or copy and paste it into your browser. You can also go to the Vermont Conference web site ¢ VTCUCC.org - and
FAYR ff 2F GKS&AS dzyRSNJ a! yydzrf aSSiAyadév

Other items you will find of interest include:

Reports to the Conference can be read at (they start with a collage of pictures that include Barbara and Charlie):
http://www.vtcucc.org/docs/Annual%20Meeting/2010/second _mailing/Annual Reports 2009.pdf

By the way, | had a nice talk with Barbara while attending the meeting. She gave me a copy of a (Christmas?)
letter she wrote telling about her life and family. The letter is posted in the Parlor.

There were two resolutions passed. They also can be seen in their entirety by clicking on the underlined. A
wSazfdziaAzy 2y ! bS¢g ! LIWINRFOK (2 GKS &2 N 2y 5 NI
http://www.vtcucc.org/docs/Annual%20Meeting/2010/first_mailing/DocumentC.pdf

Resolution on affirmation of the Charter For Compassion.
http://www.vtcucc.org/docs/Annual%20Meeting/2010/first_mailing/DocumentB.pdf

Note: The Charter For Compassion can be read at: http://charterforcompassion.org/



http://www.vtcucc.org/docs/Annual%20Meeting/2010/first_mailing/Biographies.pdf
http://www.vtcucc.org/docs/Annual%20Meeting/2010/second_mailing/Annual_Reports_2009.pdf
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Richmond Congregational Church

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDMEIDAY THURSDAY FRICAY SATURDAY
7] 1 2 3
IE Peace Vigl- 530 pm|  Friday Food
. Flease let the Affair at 5
(3o 7/5 - Rickand and Donna D church office know|  Jafia Seltizers
v 743 - Krchard and Donna Lunn ur birthdays Dirthday Birthday:
B 7/8 - Robert and Kathy Kort ye = el Alexls 59:2;1‘
D mm P and anmrvarsares| = -
ol 728 - Tustin and Barbars Wil Caitlin Thornten
1 723 - Ernie Buford and Catherine Burns Call 434-2053 or
= e-mail church@@ Mellssa Dernoll's
[ rccuce.org! Blrthday
| =
1+ ]
4 5 & 7 a8 9 10
Weorship at fam Jim OMelll's Emma Homan's |Feace vigi-ssopm|  Friday Food Carcl Adams'
beginning today and Birthiday Birthday A_ffa.ir at 5 Blrthday
continuing through
Augusill
AA-Epm
11 12 13 14 15 14 17
AA-Epm Birthdagrs. Birthdays. Peace Vigl - 5:30 pm f}'daray :ﬁ:.a,;{'
Eoy ClohoskL Fristin Pochop Affair at 5
Communion today! Jay Chandler Li1l%e Forman Pisthdays:
Sllag Wells Lily Echerts-Gevall Gary Watking
Magon Alling's Birthday
Sidewalk reglacement thizs weeskll The Front Hoor of the chupch will be open daily.
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
AA-EpmM Birthdays Julla Preston’s  |Peace vigl-sm0pm|  Friday Food
Louise Priedeborn Birthday Affair at 5
special Music: Leta Wiatkins Den Hoar Birihdagys
Josh Hoar's Birthday Edyihe Slayion
Ted Comant
25 27 27 28 29 30 31
Ad-5pm Chumgh sepper Peace Vigl- 530 pm|  Friday Food
Affair at 5
Peggy Tooker leading BirtNdagrs
worship Second Summer | Christopher Snyder
Supper Weley Sugrder
[z22 poge 3 for
details)

Chelsey Carpenter's
Birihday
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SATURDAY

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
1 2 3 4 5 é 7
AA-8pm Trustees Meeting Peace Vigil Friday Food
7pm 5:30pm Affair at 5
Desaut; Meghan Willig
Kimberley els e Birthdays: ;
Ketsha Desautels Pirthday Erio Andrews | Clinten Buxion's
Willtam Srotalek Pirthday
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Cabinet Meefing | Michelle Chandler's Peace Vigil Friday Food
AA-Bpm 6:30 pm Birthday 5:30 pm Affair at 5
Aligon Anand’s Birthday Birthdays:
Tom Carpenter
Brian Godfrey
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Newsletter Deadline — Pecce Vigi Friday Food
Spm Affair at 5
AA-8pm » .
Last Summer Amma Forman Petty frestours
supper John Arnott Birthday
{see poge 3 for
detgis)
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
AA-Bpm Birthdays: Birthdays: Peace Vigil Friday Food Virginia
Addigon Graves | Martha Alexander 530 pm Affiar at 5 Churchtil’s
Birthdays. Mallory Carpenter | Sam Burachowskl Birthday
Ablgall Setfzer Annika LaRue Palma Parent’s | |ce cream sociat
Parker Setizer Riley Carpenter Dirthday & pm (cfter Frioay
Food Affair at 5)
Cathy Desautels’
Pirthday
29 S 2 3 38/2 “Thomas and Jill Lacey Perras
AROEN 'E 8/7 - Enic and Stacy Andrews
Dirthdays: v 8/7 - @atrick and April Berteau
pemmrse b oy 8/11 - Bruce and Gail Jacobs
= 38/13 - Douglas and Michelle Chandler
= 8/19 - Chris Graves and Martha Alexander
= 8/30 - David and Jackfymn Estes
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Newsl etter

DEADLING
for September

Messenger:
Sunday, August
15th

Please drop off or email all
articles to Christina at
church@rccucc.org!
Thank you in advance for
submitting articles on-time,
edited and spell-checkedy
This helps immensely to reduce
the time it takes to put together
our newsletter.

o

EVENTS

Every Friday i Friday Food Affair at 5

July 281 2" Summer Supper
BBQ Pork, Baked Beans & Coleslaw

Aug 18- Last Summer Supper
BBQ Chicken & Corn on the Cob

Aug 27 - Ice Cream Social
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